T he Peruvian Rainforest

T he Peruvian rain forest is considered one of the richest all over the world,

divided into two levels: | a Selva Al’ca (iOOO metres above sea ]eve]) and 3000 mm

of rain peryear and La Selva Baja (700 metres above sea level to 180 metres

above sealevel) 352 on average. This region has gotvery humid climate and

covers ﬂearlg 65% of the Feruvian territorg and gives shelter to endless animal and

Plant species.

A” of these species are curremtlg threatened because of the devastation of

their habits. Mundo \/erde has identified two main “Predators” of this rich regjon:
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° Big wood companies, which destr03 what is in their Patr\ and all they
care isjust money to continue destroging tl—rejung]e. Mundo Verde
cando notlﬁing against them excePt aware the PeoPle about these
companies.

° Jungle ]nhabi’cants, this is the “casiest” group to work with, since theg
are accessible and wi”ing to learn new techniques on ]iving from the

Jung]e and Preserving it at the very same time. We have seen some of

their Prob]ems, therefore the rain forest’s Problems as follows:

Tl‘ne lack of emp]oqment: This is, Perhaps, the first cause of devastation in

the rain forest, since the inhabitants of this region have no “qualhcie&” skills
theg cannotfind a &ecentjob and theg have large families to look after so
theg have no other choice than walk into the wild and choP down the trees or

hunt and fish.
The mining activity: O’cher major Problem, since People at this region need to

work and since ’chey have no other ski”s, theg take the “casiest” Patl’] to “make
some money” which barely reaches u5$4oo.oo peryear to suPPor’c aé
member]camily, we are ta”dng about mining in order to obtain gol& from the
rivers in the raimcorest, theg drag material from the rivers and use mercury in
order to “caPture” the goid Particles, once theg have finished their dailg
labour) these workers disPose all the remaining mercury into the rivers
Po”uting evergthimg in them and of course, human beings settled down at the
banks of the rivers.

égricu]ture: One impor’can’c activity at this region with no technical support
and this lack of support makes the inhabitants clestrog more of the rainforest



in order to get more “useful lands for the agricu]’curc” again, devastating
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(Consumption [Jabits and Population (Growing: Since the rainforestis a

region which can easily “feed” a small amount of Peo[:)]e, it’s got Problems to
“feed” a large amount of theml so the consumption habit is one Problcm to
preserve the rcgion‘ E_ver3 year more than 2000 tons are needed in the local
market and what local fishers can offeris 500 tons so we have a huge deficit

and that is where the overFisHing starts.

r‘iaving seen these Prob]cms, Munclo Vercle has started the Project in the

rainforest:

The Fish Farm:

From all the 245 fish sPecies existing at the raimcorest,just few of them 46 are
used as food. And even less than that have been studied so there is a lack of data
on these spccics. We have started the f:ish Farm to studg some of these sPccics:
Arapaima gigas
(Colossoma macropomum
Brycon cryt}']roptcrum
Fseudoplatgstoma tigrinum

We are Planning on co”ccting cnoug}'n information so we can use to “farm”
these spccics in a sustainable way and our main targets for this Project are:
i Knowing about their habits such as reProcluction, geecling and time rcquirecl to
achieve the maturity age.
2. Oncs we have the imcorma’cion, train the locals to start their own fish farms at their
own vi“ages.
3. Cr@a’cc newjo}) Positions }39 encouraging the fish Farming
4. Supplg mercury free fish meat to the local market
5. (sive nature a chance to regenerate itself bﬁ giving the fish more time to breed in

the wild and not cut’cing down more trees.

The Mammal f:arm:

Tlﬁe second Projec’c is the mammal Farmj in which we will work at the same way
as in the [Tish [Tarm, }39 encouraging the Farming of this mammal sPccics: Agouti
paca, this animal is hunted because of the taste of its meet and curren’cb is

erxdangerecl) so our alternative is training the locals to have this animal in huge areas



where roots and other Plants are abundant so thcg canjust “monitor” them and have
arecord on the Population of each “farm?, ’cl'xercpore, the market will start l—xaving

agouti meat from sustainable managec{ farms.

]n order to accomplisl'l these goa]s Mundo \/crclc has started Preparing the

facilities down there so all the staff and volunteers will have a Place to stay.

SUPPorting a Froject like this one is very cxpcnsivc since we are a small
organization we have a Spanish School based in Cusco Feru, where we teach
Spanislﬂ as a second ]aﬂguage For]coreigners and travelers. \We also have one other
location for our school located in the Sacred \/a”cg of the ]ncas near Cusco and
soon we will be able to offer another Spam’s!n Schoolin the rainforest at the very
Place of our Project. T he incomes that we obtain from this School are used to
support this Project.



